Polish rural migrations are a permanent phenomenon with specific features. They are a temporary yet indefinite type of departure from the social and topographic 'peripheries' to similar 'peripheries' of the receiving country, a group rather than an individual process of nominating migrants, their mutual movement to a chosen country and staying in ethnic cliques ("ghettoes"), finally the lack of a clear innovative effect and even the stagnation and retraditionalism of the environment they return to. These phenomena were described in detail by Polish rural sociologists during the inter-war years and current research confirms the constancy of the pattern established at that time. The similar behaviour of migrants and social consequences of toing and froing to earn money suggest the constancy of their conditions (particularly the peripheral situation of Poland in Europe and the dual development of Polish society and economy).
Historical Outline
Since the mid-19 th century Poland has supplied other countries with large masses of immigrants (frequently remaining there for political reasons, more often for permanent residence) or migrants (people migrating cyclically mainly for economic reasons, between their permanent homes and places where they have temporary work). This paper discusses migrations of the rural 15' 2009 15' DOI: 10.2478 population: a typical long-lasting phenomenon of great intensity and specific features which can be noticed both in the nature of the emigration of peasants who had recently been granted property rights in the 19 th century and the inhabitants of the Polish countryside setting out in search of work at the turn of the 20 th and 21 st centuries. This permanent, intense phenomenon deserves to be analysed and interpreted so as to elicit factors which are deeply hidden rather than transient, of a structural character, not internal, yet external, resulting from Poland's specific situation in the European and world context.
If compared with the considerable mobility of Europeans from the beginning of the 19 th century, Polish rural migration was very dynamic. Over a period of under 150 years (starting from 1800) 57 million people left Europe, of whom the majority -approximately 34 million -went to the USA, 7 million to Argentina, 5 million to Brazil and Africa, 4 million to Canada (Pilch 1984) . Those for whom, according to Thomas Malthus' (Malthus 1925, p. 145) .
Almost immediately after the peasants had been granted property rights enormous numbers of people also set off from Poland: 1.2 million from the Prussian partition, 1.4 million from the Russian and 1.1 million from the Austrian. Seasonal emigration alone caused movement estimated at 2.6% of all the inhabitants of the Polish population in the Prussian partition, 3.4% in the Russian and 5-6% in the Austrian. In some regions the percentage of those leaving rose as much as fourfold (Bronikowski 1934) . Franciszek Bujak's calculations carried out in 1911 in 10 villages in western Galicia showed that on average those villages were left for at least six months by almost 13% of the inhabitants, whereas the description of his native Maszkienice from where 1/5 of all those fit to work left in search of earning money, is a close reminder of Marcel Mauss's description of the way of life of the Eskimos who also depend on the seasons. The village portrays a different picture in summer and winter. (Bujak 1914, p. 108) .
According to Bujak: During the summer time it is quiet and deserted, on festive days a few bricklayers and carpenters make an appearance. Whereas during winter it is noisy and busy in the village when almost all the emigrants who have worked in Europe are present. After a hard working and frugal season follows a relatively short winter rest. There is very little work on the household plot, few people can hope to get additional work in any trade, so youngsters hang around aimlessly, young men generally spend their money drinking in the inns
Calculated as twice as high, overseas migration (about 70% of which was permanent) equally cleared the Polish countryside. On the micro-scale of a specific local community the volume of this phenomenon was particularly noticeable. In the countryside you rarely found a family without a member in America, wrote Wincenty Witos about his family village I worked out that in one hamlet, Wierzchosławice in 1913 emigration to America affected as many as 56 of its 62 houses, (Witos 1964, vol. I, pp. 189-190) . In Zaborów in the thirties when Kazimiera Zawistowicz-Adamska began her field research she did not come across a single household without someone abroad. Such was also the case in Kurzyna: while in 1896 departures to America affected 2/3 of the households, after the Ist World War the monographer wrote that there is not a single house from which four people have not emigrated, in some cases that number is even higher, and record holders went overseas as many as ten times (Guściora 1929, p. 73) .
The scale of that mobility was impressive. If it is currently estimated that approximately 2% of the world population (140 million) are in a country which is not their place of origin and this data portrays the exceptional dynamic of the period of globalisation (Romaniszyn 2003, p. 34) , what can be said about the situation in Poland over 100 years ago when at least 4% of its inhabitants (approximately 700 thousand people) took part in seasonal emigration year after year? (Mytkowicz 1917, p. 154) . There is no doubt that Polish peasants at that time gave witness to the "resources of pre-industrial energy", by no means not inferior to what Arnold Toynbee attributed to the western middle class which was beginning to build capitalism (Toynbee 2000, p. 757) . The demographic consequences of that mobility were equally significant: Galicia lost over 10% of its population between 1881 and 1901 (858,579 people), of which there were three times as many Poles as Ruthenians (Caro 1914) . Something similar happened in later years: between 1919 and 1931 legal and illegal emigration took 2 million people away from the countryside, i.e. 1/3 of its birth rate (Poniatowski 1936) .
The phenomenon of periodic emigration emerged from a strong country tradition of searching additional earnings, as a way of supplementing incomes from household plots and employing the unemployed workforce (in some cases for most of the year) 'preserved' in traditional, fragmented and overpopulated agriculture. In Galicia alone where in 1902 there were 440 thousand household plots which were so small that they could barely guarantee a family's survival for three months a year, 369 thousand for eight months, Bujak counted 1.2 million redundant plots (Mytkowicz 1917, p. 29) . As soon as serfdom was done away with, peasants began leaving in search of earnings: on road works, the railways, in building and on the mines, both on Polish territory and in neighbouring countries, such as Germany (initially Saxony, hence 'Sachsenganger'), then Hungary, Austria and Romania. Some agreed to work in town -cart driving, rafting and seasonal agricultural work were popular. As Jan Słomka, the Dzików alderman recalled in his peasant memoirs (Słomka 1929, p. 89) .
Rural public opinion differed in its evaluation of specific forms and directions of migration. There was a critical approach to short distance and short-term departures, particularly to earning money in Hungary and Ostrava. It is not surprising, as they were chosen by young people wishing not only to earn a bit of money or help their families but rather to let off steam and get to know the world. People come back from there penniless and with all the traits of the urban proletariat: they stand out for their recklessness, disrespect towards local interactions and publicly show off the conquests they have picked up in suburban inns, which greatly offend people living according to old, healthy traditions. -related the researcher of opinions of the people in the village of Żmiąca (Bujak 1903, p. 100) . Seasonal emigration to Germany also gave rise to much scepticism. Although from the economic point of view it brought significant income, however in this case too youth demoralisation was inevitable. According to a correspondent (Thomas, Znaniecki 1976, vol. IV, p. 38) . Going to America was highly valued both due to high earnings and low risk of demoralisation. However, setting off across the ocean did require enormous fortitude, health and physical fitness (there was even a popular saying: "Europe -for the peasant, America -for the bull") but under favourable circumstances it guaranteed making money, maintaining links between those who went away and those who remained and later making use of mutual help. Going to America is a great step forward, it is a form of sacrifice for creating or consolidating the future; people go there with the intention of long-term work and savings. But married people also go there to show their families their good will admitted Bujak (Bujak 1901, p. 103) .
A Typically Polish Pattern of Migration
These introductory characteristics confirm Józef Chałasiński's view. In his understanding of emigration as a social phenomenon he underlined that it is not a question of analysing the spatial mobility of individuals (a demographic trend), the circulation of the labour force as a commodity (which economists point out) or the movement of any kind of biological system observed in its relationship with the earth (the geographical perspective). "How does human migration differ from bird migration or the export of bacon?" asked the researcher. We shall not find this difference without going beyond the purely geographical or purely economic position. From the naturalist point of view the emigrating human entity is as much a biological organism as a bird, and economically as much a commodity as exported pork, workers' emigration initially hardly differing from exported pork. From the naturalist perspective the emigration of people does not differ from bird migration, and from the economic -from the circulation of commodities (Chałasiński 1936, p. 496) . According to the author, emigration viewed in sociological terms means the resettlement of members of a given group beyond the territorial boundaries of that group, the emigrant is not just any individual but a case representing a system of determination and attitudes of his/her group, a carrier of its values and representative of social roles applicable there. The approach proposed by Chałasiński was very well suited to the specificity of Polish migration, particularly the mass migration of rural inhabitants. Moreover, it enables the capturing of traits which are also typical of the modern features of this process.
Roman Dmowski emphasises the existence of the typically Polish pattern of migration as early as 1900 when, after returning from Brazil, he stated that it reveals a clearly distinct character in the exceptionally strong development of temporary migration (Dmowski 1900, p. 109) . Władysław Grabski also called for paying greater attention to this growing desire of the rural population to acquire better living conditions without permanently abandoning their country or village (Grabski 1919, p. 75] . Indeed, compared with the mobility specific to western societies it seemed striking that Polish peasants set out highly determined to return and after returning they succumbed to the traditional patterns of their own environment. Other features of that migrating did not fit into the patterns closely linking spatial and social mobility. There was a typical family-neighbour and family-parish selection process of candidates for migration, migrant networks, spreading their control both throughout the family village and its members dispersed over the world, and finally the very limited modernisation effect of this peculiar cultural encounter. Polish researchers had for long drawn attention to the fact that the consequence of frequent departures was not innovation but rather stagnation and re-traditionalism. Contrary to classic theories which focus their attention on the movements of individuals, leading to social and mental change, i.e. breaking away from the former milieu and lifestyle and influencing the spreading of modern patterns in many areasPolish emigrants obstinately went backwards and forwards between their homeland and western countries neither abandoning their original mentality nor way of life.
The traditionally Polish trait of migrating was confirmed by the following fact: the people who left were neither accidental as regards village structure nor as far as their position in the family was concerned. In 1938 Krystyna Duda-Dziewierz drew attention to this while analysing the situation of the Małopolska village of Babica. The poorer people, lacking significance, disinherited due to some offence and casual members, outsiders did not live in the "centre" but crowded around on the village peripheries -in Budy and Działy -which reflected their low rank in the local hierarchy. Those people were also very mobile: they were more likely to set out into the world and rarely returned (in the central part of the village re-emigration was as high as 36% whereas in Budy it was only 18%). Emigration affected the village on its social peripheries, underlined Duda-Dziewierz those in the population who were more loosely associated with the village, not the settled peasant members, dominant in the village from the economic and social point of view (Duda-Dziewierz 1938, p. 29) .
Families had strict rules determining who could qualify to go away and who should be protected for as long as possible from the necessity of leaving home and working as a hired labourer. Young men, particularly those who would not take over the patrimony were expected to think about their own future.
They were the ones who most frequently took the risk of going away. Womenwives and daughters -remained at home, taking care of the household. It was only acceptable for girls and young women to go away to earn money if it was to accumulate a dowry (if money comes from abroad, it is easier for a girl to get married because she is more merchantable Kazimiera Zawistowicz-Adamska heard in Zaborów) or joining her husband abroad. The phenomenon of group rather than individual departures from the family household for financial reasons by some of its members ("nominating, delegating") described by Odette Stark in 1986 was well known by Polish sociologists at least half a century earlier.
Leaving one's village entailed not only emotions and finances but also serious risk. Dishonest agents did not keep their promises and potential migrants lost money, were stopped by border guards and more than once fell victim to crime. It was for that reason (safety) and sociability that group departures with a trusted guide were preferred. Polish migrants willingly kept together in their new place. Franciszek Bujak wrote about the people from Maszkienice: (Bujak 1901, p. 52) . This, of course, meant both closer supervision by group companions as well as those at home but for that reason everybody could continue to function in the role of a full member of both communities. The abundant correspondence flowing in both directions proves the level of interest in all matters connected with villages activities. I hear you went to Rzeszów and Niebylec with the piglets and didn't manage to sell them, is that right? Because from here I know everything about what happens in our village is how one of the farmers supervises matters from a distance (Duda-Dziewierz 1938, p. 61), a typical representative of the "diasporic community" of the time, the existence of which Arjun Appadurai did not discover until the end of the 20 th century. Pre-war monographs of villages, even those marked by particularly intensive emigration, accentuated the fact that the effect of the diametric change of surroundings and way of professional activity of Polish migrants was by no means an abandonment of their former way of life after they returned home. Re-emigrants did not, therefore, revolutionise local relations, novelties brought back by them were watched with reservation whereas they returned to their old habits. Both departure plans and decisions made after returning followed rural-agricultural tradition: buying extra land, inventory, building a house, clarifying long-established differences regarding borders between neighbours. The idea was to improve one's standard of living within peasant categories. This does not mean that no changes took place in the countryside as a result of migration: the village undoubtedly became richer, farming methods more modern, the social structure changed as other than inherited land money earned abroad played a growing role -however this was a gradual, evolutionary process. At the same time, and this is what drew the particular attention of researchers, the short and long-term effects of migration turned out to be totally different. Rather than teach people resourcefulness, they became dependent on the cash they had brought back which later backfired when departures had to be abandoned. Many people could not make ends meet from agriculture alone and fell into extreme poverty. Instead of gradually transforming local relations, the fact of constantly toing and froing led to stagnation because dynamic individuals through the very fact of leaving their villages were incapable of acting in favour of serious change. Instead of contributing to the modernisation of cultural patterns, a cultural encounter which was the essence of migrating, it resulted in re-traditionalism and enhanced the attachment to the known, familiar and local.
Going out together rather than on their own, living together in workers' barracks replaces the home village. It gives them a feeling of taking a piece of their village with them. Those groups can be seen as a short-term detachment of a part of Maszkienice

The Realties of Modern Life
The claim raised by Chałasiński that sociological migration analyses should accentuate the group, social conditioning of decisions, mechanisms and consequences of remunerative departures found excellent justification in material provided by pre-war studies. However, it is worth asking whether the rules concerning emigration observed at the turn of the 20 th and 21 st centuries continue to confirm the master's intuition and also whether the Polish pattern of migrating over a hundred years ago still holds over a century later? In other words, do Poles nowadays also represent the features of a society which is not particularly individualistic, realising strategies according to a set pattern, mainly through family and community connections and thus undeniably collectivist. The phenomenon of remunerative migration provides characteristic evidence weighing in favour of maintaining survival patterns in Polish society which had been followed much earlier, particularly in groups situated spatially and socially on the periphery.
The fact that the tendencies described above have by no means ceased is confirmed in the results of current research on the subject of migrations. The authors of the book "People on a see-saw" perceive similar effects of the bivalent mobility of rural inhabitants in the 1990s to those 100 years earlier. In their opinion, those incomplete migrations fit into the pattern of "survival strategy" and are simply adaptive behaviour in a situation of ever worsening living conditions of people from the topographic and social peripheries in presentday Poland. Remunerative migrations only serve the purpose of keeping up the former level of consumption and preventing social degradation but are not a driving force for individual development or local entrepreneurship. They contribute to stagnation rather than modernisation in many aspects of life in rural communities. No innovations are transmitted from the receiving society to the one sending people away (Jaźwińska, Okólski 2001, p. 131), international mobility more and more often leads to the suspension of economic change rather than being its catalyst (Jaźwińska, Okólski 2001, p. 327), so the social system is stable because its citizens rather than acting in favour of change decide to go away as a more effective strategy for the individual and his/her family. Since the members of a community are often absent from their milieu -physically, culturally and socially -it is not surprising that these communities begin to stagnate.
The question about whether the features, observed for many years, have continued since Poland's accession to the EU has been the basis for research on remunerative migration of the inhabitants of selected villages in three regions (Podlasie, Rzeszowskie and Opolszczyzna), which took place between 2005 and 2007 (Wieruszewska 2007 ). This research provided much proof supporting the thesis that at the beginning of the 3 rd millennium the same traditional pattern of migrating continues in Poland. Its typical characteristics were widely described in inter-war literature: mobility from both the topographic and social peripheries, toing and froing as opposed to permanent departures, departure strategies determined by family considerations rather than individual decisions, undertaken with the idea of returning and continuing the former way of life and finally a total lack of modernisation or even re-traditionalism being the most important results of international circulation -all these features were revealed in the collected material. This puzzling characteristic leads to a question about the reasons for this state of affairs, the persistent duration of this phenomenon, which continues despite the system changes which have taken place several times, finally the mechanisms of generating stability in milieus which have been exposed to such intensive inter-cultural contact.
Statements appearing in interviews leave no doubt regarding the rural inhabitants' remunerative migrations and fit into a pattern inherited from the very distant past. They go away in all directions, everybody goes away, that's normal is how the respondents confirm the massive scale of departures. You do not stop thinking of home, you should be with your family, here you live like a human being, whereas there you only live to work -are statements made by the interviewees, their words proving that nowadays as in the past departures are dictated by the family situation, the condition of the family household (in many cases a farm) and are perceived as a severe disruption in the established way of life. This powerful familism, localism and attachment to the agrarian order manifests itself very clearly. The goals defined within the framework of "living here" restrict not only the decisions concerning departure but even the timing of migrant activity: these are generally connected with ensuring children's education, furthering farm investments, completing the building of a house. The agricultural, ritual and church calendar continues to be a priority -where possible respondents try to fit their stay abroad around Christmas, Easter and family feasts.
How do the identified characteristics of the Polish pattern of migrating reflect on the cultural values of those departing and their local communities? Are the ways of living observed abroad considered attractive and worth transferring to native soil? What is, therefore, the innovative potential of remunerative migrations and what factors accompanying this spatial mobility bring about a stagnating effect and rather than leading to change, lead to the re-traditionalism of attitudes and existing patterns? Despite the cyclical toing and froing between Poland and the West it cannot in any way be said that those who were researched felt lost, disorientated or suspended between two cultural systems. The powerful attachment to Polish reality means that no bivalent orientation whatsoever has emerged as far as values, principles or norms are concerned. They look at the western world through criteria instilled in them within the framework of primary socialisation and continue to see them as the only ones: in fact, nothing appeals to me over there -is a frequent view.
Being plunged into the native, local time span and powerful valorisation of direct human relations means that migrants' views about life "here" and "there" are clearly polarised. They do indeed appreciate western order, manners, better living conditions, leisure facilities while declaring with total conviction: I don't like it there. Our house was here, we had plans and I had no intention of staying there. It did not appeal to me. I just counted the days until it would be over and I could come home. Because this is my home, says a married woman in her twenties.
The 'house-centred' attitude, familism, powerful dualism in perceiving local and foreign reality as well as the sharp line dividing "life here" from "work there" mean that the interviewees have neither the need nor the possibility of significant transfer regarding innovation, consumption or competence between the two spheres. They only allow for the transfer of people, motivated by financial issues, hence resulting in appropriate earnings but not necessarily the transfer of lifestyle, vales or even commodities. Even abroad Polish cuisine is definitely preferred: I used to cook everything as I would in Poland, says a young woman after returning from Bruxelles. Only Polish food for me.
Bigos (stewed sauerkraut and/or fresh cabbage, meat and mushrooms), gołąbki (stuffed cabbage). We did try what they eat there but we would not change and eat like that.
What our interviewees found most off-putting abroad were the loosening of inter-generational ties, fewer family celebrations and customs, regularly and far more intensively observed in Poland than abroad: I would do anything for my Mum. I would help her. Whereas there the general attitude is: Mum, you have your pension, you're at home, you're ill, get a woman from Poland or Ukraine who will do everything for you. I have a life of my own -such were the observations from Italy made by an inhabitant of a village in the vicinity of Rzeszów.
That is how relations in the home country are idealised -both at neighbourly and family level, which is expressed in the frequent view: "East or West, home's best". Here people try to help one another and nothing has changed. In summer we deliver beetroots or wheat for one another. People guard one another. If the light comes on somewhere then every neighbour knows that that means they have to phone immediately. In some cases that works better than a dog because you can throw a dog something and do whatever you want but if a neighbour notices something he'll make a phone call.
Contemporary "people on a see-saw" are clearly sceptical towards western circumstances. To most of our interviewees they are not all that impressive (at least the houses I saw there are no different to ours), coming to terms with living in a new place does not go beyond the average migrant's adaptation capacity. It is, therefore, not surprising that they stick to their old ways and habits (I didn't learn anything there) and their confidence does not suffer much as a result of being confronted with the West (those people are no cleverer than we are in spite of having had better conditions).
There is no doubt that these interviewees are not consumers in the sense given to this concept when describing post-modern society where accumulation is 'bulimic' (it happens faster and faster) (Matysek 2005) , it serves the realisation of mainly post-materialistic needs -the expression of one's own 'ego' (Kempny 2005) and the individual functions outside social relations hitherto considered significant, while paying greater attention to "being seen in a favourable light" (Jacyno 2005 ). Features such as extravagance, living on credit and the Berkeley vision of the world where "being" means "being noticed" do not fit into the group researched here. Migrants, members of their families and fellow villagers in the districts of Podlasie, Rzeszów or Opole display a decidedly traditional approach to matters connected with earning and spending money: every zloty I earn, I think over and over how I should spend it or whether I should save it, I buy whatever I need to live on but nothing other than that. I have never been in debt. I have saved money to buy something and I know that it is mine and nobody can take it away from me. We saved money at home and never had to borrow from anybody are typical replies.
As transpires from the analysis of narrative interviews, the wave of foreign remunerative migrations, which affected the countryside after Poland's accession to the EU seems strikingly similar to those which took place a dozen, several dozen or over a hundred years earlier. The reasons for going away, recruitment mechanisms and what is most important, the consequences -personality, social and economic -remain unchanged. In spite of what has been written by some researchers it is difficult to acknowledge that the identity of the migrants changes substantially, that they experience a partial disintegration of their former identity and become people with a bivalent view of the world, feeling that they belong to both worlds -the place from which and to which they move (Łukowski 2001, p. 128) . Responses suggest the exact opposite. The clearest manifestation of the migrants' axiological option is their rapport to phenomena observed in the West: daily life, human relations, work organisation, consumption. While appreciating numerous practical facilities and manners in the public context, they do also manage to express negative judgements, justifying their attachment to their homeland. Those who come from Poland are a long way from having blind admiration towards a world which is unknown to them and even getting to know it better does not necessarily give them an inferiority complex. They appear mature, have clear views and a stable identity, which is also a source of strength and profound satisfaction. They generally disapprove of the western way of living with a noticeable air of superiority and the "filter" they use are values closest to them identified with Polishness and what is familiar to them. A deep conviction of their own principles reinforces the self-evaluation of those going away and gives them confidence and optimism. All of this allows them to be victorious in their confrontation with the West while also considerably limiting their opportunities of transferring some of the ways observed there to their homeland. The situation is totally different in the case of permanent emigration, particularly when it does not follow the traditional lines of group settlement in ethnic enclaves (typical "ghettoes"). Diffusion, both spatial and social, in the receiving environment is no doubt conducive to assimilation, contributing to the relevance of behavioural rationality, loyalty and maintenance of cultural identity. Such conditions, as is proved in the analysis of multi-cultural societies, lead to the clear distinction of the "central" values of a given group (Smolicz 1990) and their particular cultivation which does not get in the way of adapting to the principles applying in the daily and professional life of the receiving country. Language, religion and powerful family ties are central values in Polish culture which are highly protected and are an integrating factor even in definitive migrations.
Conclusions emerging from individual declarations acquired during narrative interviews are confirmed in the data provided by questionnaire research. The index measuring traditionalism demonstrated the highest concentration of traditional views among the inhabitants of the Rzeszów countryside (75.9 points), then Opole (65.2) and Podlasie (59.7). If these results are interpreted in the context of extremely varied experiences of each region -particularly as regards durability but also the extent of current departures -then it would appear that the oldest and currently most intensive contacts of the inhabitants of the Rzeszów region with foreign life patterns do not somehow bring about an erosion in conservative attitudes. They are far less noticeable in the Opole region and particularly in Podlasie. A similar situation emerges as regards the evaluation of the personal group, in other words the auto-stereotype. The most positive opinions about the Poles are presented by interviewees from the Rzeszów region (78.9 points), the Silesians are more critical (70.5) and the least positive ones by respondents from Podlasie (only 57.5). These results lead to the following conclusion: the more recent the migratory experience, the clearer the pressure on the condition of its cultural capital but, on the other hand, the longer the duration of the migratory period of a village, and the longer and the more intensive the inter-cultural contact, the greater the intensity of traditional behaviour in a given milieu.
Conclusion
Such paradoxical, untypical mechanisms and consequences of migration, from the point of view of classical modernisation theories but by all means habitual for the societies of Central and Eastern Europe, particularly Poland, are typical for the countries situated on the peripheries of the world system or now the EU. It is worth underlining this relentless regularity which has for centuries accompanied migrations in search of bread by the inhabitants of the Polish countryside. They did indeed always cope in the new conditions. It is true that they brought back considerable financial resources from abroad allowing for a better standard of living for their families. It cannot be denied that the inter-cultural contact which came about via them did not bear dramatic, revolutionary change in local relations or traditional cultural identities, yet at most allowed for their gradual evolution. In all of this one circumstance must decidedly raise a deeper reflection: if years ago the social and topographic peripheries of Polish villages pushed out the highest number of migrants, and nowadays the whole of Poland is already included in EU structures (earlier, during the pre-accession period, having exported at least a few hundred thousand jobs there), has become the most serious provider of employees educated at its own cost, and significantly increasing the GDP in the countries of Western Europe -it is hard not to notice the same pattern repeating itself on an ever growing scale, according to which the peripheries always give away their resources and labour force to the centre, while not experiencing any modernisation advancement, yet on the contrary -reinforcing its peripheral status. The permanent and typically Polish migration strategies which are so untypical for other countries follow the same pattern. According to Piotr Koryś Migrations play a different role in the centre and the peripheries. In the latter they are often the result (and sometimes the cause) of social marginalisation and their consequences are generally negative for the region although they can be positive for individual migrants. That is the case in Poland: the costs of partial migration are generally far higher for the peripheral regions than the advantages (Koryś 2001, p. 190) .
In current deliberations on the subject of migration what is clearly lacking is the theme solidly calculating the inevitable profits (mostly short-term), but also evident losses (mostly postponed but long-term), meanwhile the question regarding the cost of remunerative departures should become an essential part of research. Without a precise evaluation of the phenomenon its correct assessment is impossible. As it appears, the importance of this problem is all the greater as it does not only affect peripheral places situated in rural areas or the population threatened with marginalisation. What is already noticeable at local level -re-traditionalism, stagnation and other growing symptoms of the peripheral situation of these milieus -must be considered as indications of more general processes which inevitably affect the whole of society although this does not as yet seem evident to everybody. However, as is evident to external observers, in the words of Naomi Klein: Poland, Bulgaria, Hungary and the Czech Republic -those are post-modern serfs providing a cheap labour force for 20-25% of the costs required for this purpose in Western Europe (Bauman 2004, p. 98) .
The lack of a solid analysis of the phenomenon of remunerative migrations seems all the more striking since before the 2 nd World War and even earlier, when there was no independent Polish state, researchers did not shun this issue. They did, indeed present such calculations (eg. Leopold Caro) which earned them the most enthusiastic acclaim in the academic world. The abovementioned author, born into one of the oldest Jewish-Hispanic rabbinic families (Wincławski 2001, p. 79 ) and included as a representative of the school of social Catholicism (Głębicka 2007) (Caro 1914, p. 67) .
In order not to be accused of sentimental and hollow rhetoric, Caro also presented precise calculations showing how much Poland loses through exporting its labour force to richer countries. For the years 1870-1910 alone he calculated an amount of 1.5 million crowns for Austria, spent on tickets, passports and other expenses, half of which concerned Galicia which was mainly inhabited by Poles. It is hard to stop oneself from saying that only very poor countries can afford such wastefulness and, after all, Galician poverty in those days was proverbial (Szczepanowski 1888) . Other authorsestimating the costs in those days of bringing up and educating an adult to be about 2 thousand marks, that person's annual earnings being 400 marks and treating the latter as a percentage of the capital they wrote that one person is worth at least 8 thousand marks (Jarzyna 1933) -they maintained their concise reasoning with views describing mass emigration in categories of the exploitation of Polish rural youth in favour of production in foreign countries, without permanent advantages for Poland (Grabski 2004, p. 228 ) as well as the highest level of economic dependence for the society exporting work (Biegeleisen 1918, p. 149) . Contemporary authors raising the question of Polish rural remunerative migrations, are a long way from such precision in their calculations and insight in forming conclusions. Meanwhile, the conclusions emerging from the pre-war studies presented here, and particularly the striking similarity of phenomena, which are after all separated by several dozen or even a hundred years, should be treated as a serious warning and an encouragement for more thorough analyses.
